Rice CISD Bands
First year information packet.

Band Program Overview

Beginning Band


7th Grade Band


8th Grade Band


High School Band

· Marching Band

· Concert Band 
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Purpose and Goals
· The beginning instrumental program of the Rice Consolidated independent School District is designed to meet the musical needs of junior high school children. 
· We feel very strongly that involvement in the music program is a very vital part of your child’s total education. 
· It is our goal to develop the highest possible level of musical achievement for each student, keeping in mind each child’s interests, needs and abilities. 
· We will provide experiences to foster positive attitudes, self-reliance, self-discipline, a spirit of cooperation and greater appreciation for the world of music.
Frequently Asked Questions

1. Do I have to know how to play an instrument to join?
The answer is No.  Most students who join beginning band do not know how to play an instrument and have little to no musical experience.  If you have experience, this will be a plus as you learn your band instrument. 

2. Do I receive a grade for band?

Yes, grades are based on two areas. 

· 50% = Daily Grade / Citizenship / Practice Charts

· 50% = Tests / Performances 

3.  Can I participate in sports and band?

Yes, students can participate in band and school sports.  We have many band students on our RJH and RHS sports teams.  

4.  How often does the Beginning Band perform?

The beginning band will perform at least once per semester. In December, students will perform in the Christmas Concert and then in May the Beginner Band performs at the Spring Concert.  Other performances may be scheduled depending upon the progress of the students. 

5.  Do we practice before or after school?

No.  Due to the teaching schedules of the band directors it is not possible to have extra practices.  

6.  How do I join band.  

All you have to do is select Band as one of your elective choices when you register for classes.  You can also call the junior high school and request that your child be placed in band.  

7. What instrument will I play?

Please read the “Instrument Selection Policy”.
8.  How do I get an instrument?

The best way to acquire your instrument is the rent-to-own plan.  With this plan, all the money that is paid towards the rent is applied towards the purchase of that instrument.  If the director and student decide to change instruments, the instrument can be returned and no payments have to be made.      

We will hold an Open House at the junior high cafeteria in September where you can ask questions, be able to purchase your band book, meet the band director, and find out rental information.  Collins Music Company of El Campo will be here to take credit applications, payments, and to answer any questions.  They are a reputable dealer with quality instruments.  If you sign up for Beginning Band you will be sent a letter to let you know the date and time of the Open House.

Rice CISD does provide the extremely expensive instruments.  These are reserved for students who are chosen to play these instruments, and a contract must be signed to use them.  Items that students will have to pay for are their mouthpiece, instrument supplies, and method book.  These instruments include Tuba, Euphonium (Baritone), Trombone, French Horn, Oboe, and Bassoon.

Students approved for percussion need to rent or buy a Percussion Kit which includes Bells, Drum Pad, Stand, Sticks and Mallets.

If you decide to purchase or rent your instrument somewhere else that is fine.  Do not buy instruments from mail order catalogs, e bay, or non-music retail stores!  These instruments often look shiny and seem like a good deal, but they are usually poorly constructed and often are not playable.  Please do not set your child up for failure by purchasing a poor quality instrument.  There are lots of people ready to deceive you into buying shiny junk! 
9.  May I use or purchase a used instrument?

Sometimes you can find good deals on used instruments or you may have one available from a family member.  If you a going to use an instrument that has not been played in a while or has been used a lot, it will probably need some repairs for it to be playable.   It is worth the repair expense if it is a quality instrument.  Just remember that your child will be more motivated to work hard if they have a quality instrument. 

Instrument Selection Policy

Instrumentation Needs
Instrumentation will be governed by the future needs of the Rice High School Band.    During the spring of each school year the band directors will forward anticipated beginner band enrollment numbers for the following year to the Director of Bands.  The Director of Bands will then set the instrumentation number based on future needs and from the entire enrollment numbers received district wide.  During the instrument selection process each director will keep the Director of Bands informed of selection process so that the original instrumentation selection can be adhered to.  This is necessary since the director for Garwood/Sheridan will never meet with the ELMS band students and vice versa.  

Selection of Wind Instruments
1. Directors will take two weeks to teach and test the students on basic music theory concepts and instrument recognition.

2. During this time directors will monitor student behavior and self-discipline to help aid in the selection process.  Any student that cannot behave in class will not be allowed in the percussion section.

3. Third week – Directors will begin testing students on embouchures, manipulative skills, and checking on physical characteristics of each students.

4. Directors will ask students if they already have an instrument at home that they would like to play.  The student must bring this instrument to school for the following reasons:

· To prove they have the instrument.

· Instrument can be checked for playing condition.

· Directors will check embouchure and manipulative skills for that instrument.

· Directors will do everything possible to assign an instrument that a child already owns if at all possible.  If it is not possible the director will inform the Director of Bands of the reason why.

5. Instruments will be assigned to students that, in the director’s professional opinion, fit that student the best.  Directors will make every effort to put students on the instrument of their choice as long as it does not hurt the instrumentation needs and the child can physically handle the instrument.  Percussion is an exception to this last statement.  
Percussion Selection
1. No student will be allowed to be in the percussion section if they have low grades and/or show a lack of self-discipline in the class room.  Directors are also encouraged to check with the school administrator to see if students that are interested in percussion behave in other classes.

2. Directors will then give each student that passes the above criteria, a rhythm test and a listening test to determine who will be selected.  With three separate schools the numbers of percussion students will be limited at each campus.  

3. Students not selected to percussion will be placed on a wind instrument.

School Instruments

Students will be placed on these instruments based upon the above criteria and if a parent expresses concern over the financing of a personal instrument.  Students must be on the free or reduced school lunch in order to qualify as a financial reason.  Students must still purchase their own method book as this is considered school supplies.  Percussion is not considered a school instrument at the beginner level.
Changing Instruments

Once the instrument selection process is over a student may not change to another instrument except in the following cases.  Students will not be allowed to change to percussion after they were not originally selected.

· The director, with parent approval, may change a student to another instrument if it is determined to be in the best interest of the band program.

· A student may be changed to another instrument if it is determined that the student is not progressing at a satisfactory rate.  A student that does not practice at home or has displayed misbehavior problems are not reasons for switching instruments.

· A student may change to another instrument if the parents of that student notify the director within the first three weeks after the instrument selection process has taken place.  The reason may be as simple as the child does not like the instrument.  However, they may only be moved to another instrument as long as it fits within the pre-determined instrument needs of the program.  A student cannot be moved to percussion after the percussion section has been determined.  If a student loses their personal instrument due to parents not paying their monthly payments then the student may be moved to an instrument of the director’s choice.  Usually this will be to a school instrument.

New Students
Students that are new to our district and enroll in the beginner band after instrument selection has been made will be tested on all instruments.  This student may be placed on percussion if they pass all criteria.  

Students that transfer from one Rice CISD campus to another will remain on the instrument that was selected at their previous school.

All policies of the program are set by the Director of Bands with superintendent approval.  Any changes in the management of the band classroom or changes to band policy must first be approved by the Director of Bands.

This instrument selection policy has been approved by the following:

Houston Cummings



Michael Lanier

Director of Bands



Superintendent
What Is A Method Book?
A method book is like a music text book.  All of the musical information that a beginning student needs to learn is in this book.  It also includes two CD’s that students can use to make practicing more fun.

What Are The Financial Obligations?
· Provide instrument unless using a school instrument.
· All supplies for instrument.

· Metronome

· Music stand

· Method book
· Upkeep for instrument, both personal and school owned.

Expectations About Practicing At Home
Practice records are required from all students.  An important aspect of a child’s musical education is the amount of time they spend practicing their instrument.  In order for your child to have success in band, and to enjoy performing music, the directors encourage each student to spend at least 20 minutes per day practicing his or her instrument.  The band directors will teach your child what they need to do on their instrument, but it is at home that they master these new skills.  Please help us to teach your child instrumental music by monitoring their practice habits at home.


The directors realize that time restraints placed on students due to other homework, extra-curricular activities, and activities that a student may be involved in while not in school may cause it to be difficult on some days to practice for 20 minutes.  Therefore, students will be responsible for practicing for a minimum of 140 minutes per week.  The practice record grade will be determined by the number of minutes practiced per week.  


Grading Rubric:
140 minutes or more = a grade of 100

125 – 139 minutes = a grade of 90




  

105 – 124 minutes = a grade of 85






85 – 104 minutes = a grade of 80






61 – 84 minutes = a grade of 75






20 – 60 minutes = a grade of 70

Again, we strongly encourage more time than this and students may turn in practice records with more than 140 minutes.  Practice records that are turned in with more than 140 minutes, on a constant basis, will be used in determining if a student’s grade should be rounded up or if a student deserves extra credit.  Practice records are due the first day of each school week.  Any student not having their practice record on the due date will be given one extra day to bring it to class.  They will not be accepted after the second day.  

What’s After Beginning Band?

In seventh and eighth grade, students will continue with instruction using method books.  Students can now compete in UIL band events such as Region Band, Solo and Ensemble Contest, and UIL Concert and Sight Reading Contest.


In high school band, members perform at all football games, pep rallies, several parades, Invitational and UIL Marching Contests (which includes the opportunity to compete in the State Marching Championships), Region Bands, Solo and Ensemble Contest, All- State Bands, State Solo and Ensemble Contest, and UIL Concert and Sight Reading Contest.  The high school band also plans social activities (depending upon parent participation) and the opportunity for other trips.  For example, the members of the high school band have taken the following trips during the past eight years.

· 2003 – New Orleans, Louisiana

· 2004 – Caribbean Cruise to Cozumel and Costa Maya, Mexico

· 2005 – Washington D.C.
· 2006 – New York City, New York

· 2007 – New York City, New York
· 2008 - New York City, New York

· 2009 - New York City, New York

What’s after Beginning Band?  More instrument instruction, more performance opportunities, more competitions, more practicing, college scholarships, and the most important thing - more fun!  Oh, and did I mention more practicing?
[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]



Garwood Bands





Sheridan


Bands





Eagle Lake


Bands





RHS


Bands











